A    HAPPY     WARRIOR

exposed his own centre except for the body of mounted
guards immediately around him, and Cyrus, perceiv-
ing the danger to his left flank, impetuously but wisely
ordered his own guard to charge at this weak spot in
the enemy's line. The charge cleared away most of
the King's six thousand horse, leaving him deserted
by all but a few personal friends. Unhappily, Cyrus,
riding full tilt into their midst, caught sight of his
brother, and, impassioned with the fratricidal hatred
common among Oriental princes near the throne, he
shouted " There he is!" and flung his spear, which
pierced his brother's breast, but with only a slight
wound. He himself was at once cut down and be-
headed by the handful still protecting the King, So
died this young, generous, and daring Persian, a man
of attractive nature, his mother's favourite son, a
queen's chosen lover, and to Xenophon an inspiring
ideal of modesty, generosity, and adventurous action.
Xenophon, in his summary of his qualities, especially
notices his knowledge of horses, and his skill in hunt-
ing. Indeed, he was a man after Xenophon's own
heart, and was the embodiment of the knightly virtues
which he attributed in his Gyrop&dia to the elder Cyrus,
who had conquered Babylon about a hundred and
thirty years before.

Unaware of their leader's fate, Clearchus with
Xenophon, Proxenus, and the main Greek force con-
tinued the pursuit of the runaway Persians for three
miles, but on turning about they found the army's
left wing had been destroyed, or had treacherously gone
over to the King's Persian host, which was now again
drawn up in line threatening the Greeks from their
rear. Clearchus twice beat them off, and the Greeks
reached their camp without much loss, but only to
find it pillaged and robbed of food. They had re*
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